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) ÁÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȡ 
 
¶ 7Å ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÁÎ %ÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ (ÅÁÌÔÈ 2ÅÃÏÒÄ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ 
ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅȠ 

¶ !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓËÅÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÓÂÅÅ ÇÏÌÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȠ 

¶ 4ÈÅ ÈÏÒÓÅ ÓÈÏÅ ÐÉÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÉÎȟ ÂÕÔ 
×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ǢÎÉÓÈ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÔÓȠ 

¶ ,ÁÔÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÌÏÏËÓ 
ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÎÉÃÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒȤ
ÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅ ǨÏÕÒÉÓÈÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 
ÇÒÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
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ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÁÃËÁÇÅÓȢ  
4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËȤ
ÓÈÏÐȟ ÐÅÄÅÓÔÒÉÁÎ ÂÒÉÄÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÎÅ× ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅȢ  
4ÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ 
 
7Å ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÁÓË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ "ÉÓÍÁÒÃËȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ× 
ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÕÓȢ 
 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÒÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅȢ   
 
3ÉÎÃÅÒÅÌÙȟ 
 
-ÁÒË "Ȣ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎȟ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ 
.ÏÒÔÈ $ÁËÏÔÁ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅ 

From the Desk of Mark Johnson, Administrator 

 

We cordially invite you to visit the North Dakota Veterans Home to learn 
more about our fine facility and caring staff.  Tours are available on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays by appointment.  To schedule please contact:   

Admissions  

 Susie Schlecht, Marketing Coordinator  701 -683-6540. 
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Constance òConnieó Zangla  

8-17-1934 to 1-15-2015 

Are you ever at a loss for words? Our friend Connie 

was never at a loss for words. Perhaps that is part of 

the reason this is so difficult; it is too quiet.   

Connie was the type of person you would never forget.  

The type of person who makes a mark on your life even 

if you had a brief encounter with them at a gas station 

or restaurant.  My first encounters with Connie were via 

phone as she inquired about living at the Veterans 

Home. She had me at hello.  I could talk, or should I say listen to Connie for hours. Over the 

course of her stay at the Veterans Home Connie became a tour guide, spokesperson and 

ŞŪũůŭŤŝŰůŪŭ ůŪ ŪŰŭ ũŠŲŮŧŠůůŠŭ, ±ŕţŠ ŔŞŰůůŧŠŝŰůů.²  œŠŜşŠŭŮ ŨŜŴ ũŪůŤŞŠ ůţŜů ŮţŠ ţŜŮ ŭŠŮŤşŠũů 

stories in this very issue. 

In May of 2014, Connie accompanied me to the AMVETS convention in Fargo. Connie 

shared about being a Marine, being a wife of a Marine, and her life at the Veterans Home.  It went so well that Connie was 

invited to speak at the American Legion Convention in Minot.  So, in June Connie and I (or as my husband refers to us, Thelma 

and Louise) hit the road to Minot. Once again Connie shared her story, telling Legion Members how much she enjoyed living 

with her brothers in Victory House at the North Dakota Veterans Home.  Connie was quickly becoming well known throughout 

all the great Service Organizations that support the North Dakota Veterans Home.   

Our times together were never dull.  Connie did not do dull; she brought life to everything.  On our trip to Minot the radio was 

never turned on, I had my own personal deejay as co-pilot.  Politics, theology, off-colored jokes, you name it.  I was given an 

education.   

A couple of months ago Connie stopped by my office.  She shared with me that she was informed she has six months to live.  We 

both shed a few tears which were quickly ceased as Connie talked about her next home, a mansion.   SJS 
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Wayne McKirdy , Army vet-

eran of the Korean era, has 

been a resident of NDVH 

since 2013.  What would we 

do without Wayne?  Besides 

being a veteran Wayne is a 

Methodist pastor and very 

willingly fills in at chapel 

services.  Wayne has also faithfully served as 

Basic Care Resident Council President, a role 

in which he encourages other residents to con-

tribute and participate in their community.  If 

you have been on a tour of the Veterans 

Home, you have likely run into Wayne as he 

loves to meet possible new residents and share 

his experience with them.  Wayne has also 

given many tours of the home to visitors.   

Lee Schmidt is an Air Force veteran who 

served in Korea. If you are a member of the 

DAV there is a good chance that you know 

Lee.  Lee was very active in the Devils Lake 

DAV chapter and continues to be while he is 

a resident in Lisbon.  If something needs to 

be done, Lee is your man.  Lee made table 

organizers for the Peace Garden household, 

which allows residents easier access to the condiments.  Lee 

lives in the Peace Garden household where he advocates for 

fellow residents and keeps them up to date with the activity 

calendar. Last year Lee saw that several of the residents 

struggle with poor vision.  Along with the inspiration and idea 

from activities staff Noreen Fahsholz, Lee started a project.  

Corks, metal washers, magnets, a hot glue gun, and large font 

bingo cards equals a renewed 

fun for bingo.  Residents, who in 

the past needed assistance in 

Bingo, are now able to play on 

their own thanks to the adaptive 

device Lee constructed.  

Gayle Gill is an Army veteran who served in 

the Vietnam era.  Gayle offers a sense of 

security at the North Dakota Veterans Home, 

as he makes sure everything is in its place. 

While a resident, Gayle has worked in vari-

ous positions including, dietary, transporta-

tion, night watchman and currently, activi-

ties.  Gayle goes about his work quietly, and 

there is never a question that Gayle will do what is needed.  

Gayle anticipates schedule changes in the activity calendar, 

and ensures all is in place.  Gayle is kind and respectful to all 

staff and residents, and is much appreciated.   

Larry Hertwig is an Army veteran of the Vietnam era, and our resident artist. Residents and staff 

look forward to Larryõs holiday letter as it displays one of his beautiful sketches on the cover.  

Recently at the National Guard Christmas Party, Larry sketched 

a Christmas card for General Sprynczynatyk and his wife Con-

nie. He hand delivered it to General Sprynczynatyk, and it was 

very much appreciated. Larry is currently our popcorn maker, 

which is a big job.  (We like our popcorn!)  Larry also helps with 

Bingo and poker, and has been an active Resident Council Member in the past.  

Larry is always willing to help out and is friendly to all.   

GETTING THE JOB DONE:  

RESIDENTS OF  

THE  

NORTH DAKOTA VETERANS HOME 

Miles Nelson is a Navy 

veteran who served in the 

Vietnam era.  Miles quietly 

goes out of his way to as-

sist fellow residents and 

visitors.  His mannerisms 

could likely be attributed to 

his career as a police of-

ficer.  He notices things 

that need to be done, and 

with respect and humbleness he completes the 

tasks.  Miles also helps with bingo and other 

activities. 
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John Farmer  is a dedicated career man who served his country for 21 

years in the United States Air Force.  His many duties both stateside and 

overseas included flying supplies to both Korea and later Vietnam where 

he was exposed to Agent Orange, the source of his Parkinson's and short-

term memory loss.  After Johnõs retirement, he joined the Patriot Guard 

Riders who ride motorcycles and carry flags to funerals of fallen soldiers as 

well as welcome home those returning from duty. However, this was dur-

ing a tumultuous time when anti -Vietnam demonstrators gathered to call 

the returning veterans, òBaby Killersó, thus; the Patriot Guard was disband-

ed in hopes of allowing grieving families to bury their heroes in peace. Lat-

er when John came to the ND Veterans Home he once again took up his 

flag and attends each funeral with the honor due to each Veteran.  He is 

our faithful Honor Guard.  Iõm sure you join in saluting John for his dedicat-

ed service.             

Larry Clifton has been a resident here for a few months; but, he fits in well, likes it 

here, and is well-liked.  Larry hails from Ober, North Dakota which is near Devils 

Lake.  His military duties began in 1966 when he was drafted into the Army.  After 

training in Ft. Lewis and in Virginia, he was a heavy-wheel mechanic in Vietnam. He 

also saw action there with the Peterson Outfit, during part of a ñburning outò process.   

After that duty and a return to the states, he felt that he no longer fit into this country.  

Because of his own personal struggles with returning home, Larryôs current passion 

is encouraging Veterans to utilize the services of Veteran Service Organizations.  He 

attributes the assistance of the Disabled Veterans of Americas for his current resi-

dency at NDVH.    

These days, if you are looking for Larry you will no doubt find him with his nose in a bookðspecifically a 

western.  He is working at remembering names as he fits effortlessly into his new life 

here.   

INSPIRING  ᶅÓÉÄÅ ÎÏÔÅȡ 

 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎ $ÁÖÉÄ +Ȣ 0ÁÇÅÌ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

.ÏÒÔÈ $ÁËÏÔÁ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÔȤ

ÔÅÎÄ Á ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ $ÁÖÉÄ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ Á 

ÐÁÓÔ 0ÁÔÒÉÏÔ 'ÕÁÒÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ɉ*ÏÈÎ 

&ÁÒÍÅÒɊȢ  $ÁÖÉÄ ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÈÉÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ North Dakota 

Patriot Guard , ÇÁÖÅ Á ΏΤȟΡΡΡ  ÄÏȤ

ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ Á ÈÏÒÓÅÓÈÏÅ ÐÉÔȢ   

Our main mission is to attend 

the funeral services of fallen 

American heroes as invited 

guests of the family. We show 

sincere respect for our fallen he-

roes, their families, and their 

communities. When necessary 

and invited to do so, we shield the 

mourning family and friends from 

interruptions created by any pro-

testor or group of protestors. We 

accomplish the latter through 

strictly legal and non-violent means. 

by Connie Zangla  

by Connie Zangla  

http://www.ndpg.org/About-Us.html 
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Over 300 guests joined the residents for the Annual Family Picnic on Saturday, Septem-
ber 6th.  Re-Creation -USA entertained the crowd with an amazing show featuring 

the best in American music. The Sons of the American Legion of Wyndmere 
provided scrumptious pork for the picnic.  Thank you to all who participated and made 
this day possible; it was so much fun.  Also, thank you to our veterans  for giving us a 
reason to celebrate! 

ANNUAL FAMILY 

PICNIC  
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What is Re -Creation -USA?  

 Resident Roger Roles told us about a group he had heard per-

form while he was at the Fargo VAMC.  Roger said they were so 

good that he had purchased a couple of their DVDS.  At Rogerõs 

prompting we put in a request; and, what do you know? The only 

date they had available on their cross-country tour was the day of 

our family picnic. PERFECT! So, we were all entertained by a 

group of talented  young people that have hearts for veterans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger pictured with his family. We affectionately refer to Roger as 

the òAssistant to the Administratoró; he has earned the title.   
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/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ 

ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÓÕÉÔ ǢÔÔÉÎÇ ÂÙ -ÒȢ 2ÉÃË 3ÔÅÒÎ 

ÏÆ 3ÔÒÁÕÓ #ÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȢ  /Î ÈÉÓ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÖÉÓÉÔ 2ÉÃË 

ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ Á 

ÂÏÏË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ (ÅÒÍÁÎ 3ÔÅÒÎȟ ΦΡÔÈ 

ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ $ÁËÏÔÁ 4ÈÅÏÄÏÒÅ 2ÏÏȤ

ÓÅÖÅÌÔ 2ÏÕÇÈ 2ÉÄÅÒ !×ÁÒÄȢ  ɉ0ÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ , ÔÏ 2ȡ 

&ÒÁÎË 2ÁÔÔÉȟ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ "ÁÁÒÓÔÁÄȟ 0ÁÓÔ 6&7 .3/Ɋȟ 

ÁÎÄ 2ÉÃË 3ÔÒÅÒÎ ÏÆ 3ÔÒÁÕÓ #ÌÏÔÈÉÎÇɊȢ 

188th Army Band performed in May of 2014  

Pure Class  

 

Lisbon Area High School "ÁÎÄ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ 

×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ -ÁÅÓÔÒÏȱȟ ÁËÁ -ÒȢ -ÏÎÉÌÁ×ÓȢ 
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4ÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ $ÁËÏÔÁ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÏÍÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÇÉÆÔ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 3ÈÁ×Ì ÇÒÏÕÐ ÉÎ &ÁÒÇÏȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ 

×ÅÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÁÎÄÍÁÄÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÓÈÁ×ÌÓȢ  !Ó ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 

×ÏÍÅÎ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁ×ÌÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔȢ    .ÏÒÅÅÎ &ÁÈÓÈÏÌÚ 

.$6( !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÌÅÄ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ .ÅÖÅÒ Τ ,ÁÔÅȱ 

ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÂÏÁÒÄȢ  .ÏÒÅÅÎͻÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÎÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ 

&ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ 

Prayer Shawl 

Ladies 

�*�•�”� �̂…�’�]�“���!�•�™���1�…�•���������� 
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the stories flowed as warm as the beverages. Daughters of 

residents participated as well as some staff members and 

their children.   


