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O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating
strife,

Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!

America! America! May God thy gold refin
Till all success be nobleness,

And ev'ry gain divine!
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From the Desk of Mark Johnson, Administ{

As many of you are probably aware, we are in the midst of legislative session. We haVv,
several trips to Bismarck meeting with Senate and House appropriations on our operat
et, Senate Bill 2007. This bill also includes funding for a resident workshop from the M
Norgard fund. Please contact your legislators and ask them to support SB2007.

Resident Workshop

The North Dakota Veterans Home hired Jeff Sjoquist from Mednational to come up wit
plan for the workshop. Mr. Sjoquist utilized a special program that analyzed program sy
various pieces of equipment needed in a workshop setting. After completing his analyq
determined that we would need approximately 4,542 sq ft to build a workshop. Costs are esti-
mated to be $173.54 per sq foot for a total of $788,200.

The cost for the workshop is high because it will be built to blend in with the exterior of the Veterans Home anctdt alsjmas
meet State Health Department requirements. It will have a brick exterior, a fire suppression system, and speciaflovajilip air
to deal with chemicals.

Funding for the workshop would come from the Melvin Norgard fund.
Oakwood Cemetery Monument

On October 5, 1905 plans were approved to erect a ng¢ s ol
The monument has a 12 foot square base and stands a total height of 25 feet.

Over the last few years the monument has fallen in disrepair. The third level of the monument has a crack in thie grdiille tha
needs to be replaced. The monument needs to be totally disassembled, cleaned and a new piece of granite installcjt the bas

the monument. The cost of repairing the monument is $56,202.50.

Another area needing repairs in the cemetery is the concrete foundation around the monument and grave site. ThHe jillal cost o
this concrete foundation repair is $15,600.00. The total cost of repairing both the monument and foundation will 5€)
We are asking for general fund dollars to fund these repairs.

Both projects are important to the Home. The cemetery monument is a historical marker for the Veterans Home; it iger 107
years old and represents a final resting place for those that have made the ultimate sacrifice.

The workshop also represents a historical attribute of the North Dakota Veterans Home. Up until last session, thac\agrans h
workshop, ceramics room and craft room. Since 1893 the workshop has provided therapy to the veterans and allo them to
keep their idle hands busy working on special projects.

We have now lived in the new building for 18 months; the new household/neighborhood model continues to be very cessful.
The residents are very happy and grateful for their new home and our admissions team has been very busy with toujiand new
admissions. Since our move in May 2011, we have had over 130 admissions.

The Gazebo has been moved and remodeled. Concrete has been poured thanks to many outstanding groups and ijviduals tt
have donated to this project. We are planning to open the doors this summer to host outside groups and organizatiq that wa
to provide activities for our residents. Another project we are working on is to construct several pichic shelterssiolthg
courtyards.

Thank you for your current and past contributions; without your volunteerism and/or donations the Veterans Home Id not
be where we are today.

Mark B. Johnson
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The staff of the NDVH have discovered that the public often has questions regarding cost, population, and
the admission process. We hope that you find the following list of questions and answers helpful.

Q: Is the Veterans Home Free?
A: Only for those who meet the following and are applying for Skilled Care

Under the Millennium Health Care Act, 1999, VA will pay full cost of care for Veterans who require nurs-
ing home and meet the following criteria:

-ServiceConnected (SC) disability rating of 70 percent of more: OR
-Needs nursing home care for a SC disability: OR

-Rated 60 percent SC and is either unempl oyabl e
bl ed. o

| f you donot fall wunder the criteria above, you i

Skilled care residents are charged a daily rate'as developed by the State of North Dakota Human Services
Case Mix System. The North Dakota Veterans Home completes an MDS assessment on each new admis
sion within 14 days. This information is then transmitted to the State of North Dakota so a case mix level
can be assigned. The case mix level determines the daily rate that will be charged.

The North Dakota Veterans Home pre-bills room and board charges at the lowest case mix level. Rent will
be calculated using the lowest case mix level on the day of admission and payment will be due at that
time. Once we have received the case mix level assigned from the State of North Dakota we will correct
the billing and any additional charges will be due on the next bill. The Skilled nursing home accepts pri-
vate pay, Medicaid and Medicare residents.

Basic Care Costs

Room and board charges for basic care ardased on your monthly income less medical expenses. Each ve
eran is allowed to keep the first $100 of income each month that will not be used in the rent calculation.
Rent will be calculated at 55% of the net income amount arrived at by subtracting your allowable medical
expenses from your income. There is a cap on rent that may vary yearly dependent upon the calculated
cost of care. The current rent cap is $1,543. Spouses of veterans pay the max rate regardless of income o
expenses.

Q: Is there a waiting list?
A: At times, yes. As occupancy changes often please call to get up to date information.

Q: Are there any female residents?

A: Yes, spouses and surviving spouse of veterans are eligible for residency. We also have several female
veteran residents

Q: Does the North Dakota Veterans Home have a Memory Care Unit?

A:Yes, within our skilled uni't we have- two

| 4(%# 544, %" 544 v |
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Pastor John

ol AM GLAD TO BE HERE AT

AN HON GHarry dlakanson resident of NDVH 0. - THAT WA
LUNCH. ¢

Orvis Peterson, resident

NDVH, speaking of the

0OTHI'S PLACE |1 S LI KE A PALACE q
LI'VI NG HERE?6Y6 American Legion Auxiliar

Bobby Crabbs, resident of NDVH following bingo.
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A Love
Story

"Arlene was out of her |
year in Bible College.
was teaching vacation
school with young chilg
That summer, a forme _
of Arlene's (from Lisbon) was called to Powers Lake, |§
tor. He asked Arlene to come to his church to condug
school. At this very same time, unknown to her, a yo
been inducted into the service and came home to Po
goodbye to his family. There was a young girl, the pa
that thought these two should meet. She brought Les
meet Arlene and her friend. The next day Les asked l
restaurant and have a milkshake. She was nervous )
while drinking her shake she broke the straw. She thf
ing to think she was a wasteful person because she o
milkshake. Les was involved in a gospel quartet, Whi
up because two of the men were leaving for the servi
day after church, people were meeting at his grandmg
hear the quartet one last time. Arlene was invited to {
was over, Les came over to her and her friend and sa -
friend would like to give them a ride home. They wentToreorve arra
had a little more time to talk and get acquainted. Les asked if Arlgs
him off at the train on Monday. She went with his family and frieng
they met on Friday, went for the milkshake on Saturday, got toget
Sunday and Monday Les was leaving on the train. That was the |
for 3 1/2 years. They wrote during that time and a couple of times
was in Seattle to be with a friend who lost her husband who had b¢
two weeks. Les wrote her and said if their relationship was going
nice if they were both in ND. He said he was coming soon to be d
cisco. At that same time Arlene went and bought a ticket to go ba
leaving on Monday marhigags the exciting part of thelihs@gturday (| b
night before that, this young staff sergeant showed up at her friend} ..
when his ship got near San Francisco, there were so many ships tjj.#
they decided to have their ship go to Fort Lewis, WA, which is clos
to Arlene's door and explained how he ended up in Seattle. She
surprise. Les was able to get a ticket on the same bus she was ta
October. When they reached Bismarck, Les went on up to Powerg
on to Lisbon. From that time on, they corresponded by mail
and phone and got together whenever they cf
ry short, they were married the following Sep
has blessed them with a wonderful marriage ¢
children, 12 grandchildren and 13 great grandy
more on the way."

*|eslie and Arlene Gibson have been residents of NDVH since t
of 2011. There daughter Sue has donated her time and talent of
to NDVH as well as several other of their family members.

| 4( % 3#544 . %" 544 W II




||(/-%.%73 emg!.s(ﬂl%

pPennies from Heaven

On December 18th the residents of the North
Dakota Veterans Home received a gift they wifl
treasure for a long time.The First grade class
of Kulm , under the great leadership of their
teacher took on a challenge to raise money fof
the veterans. Their teachelrs. Strobel, in-
formed us that the students told people they were col
lecting money to buy the residents underwear. Mrs.
Strobel wanted to impress the children with how mucr
a penny is worth and challenged them to save all the
pennies; the children raised $70.00 worth of pennies
the residents of NDVH! With the children's pennies a
other funds they collected they were able to donate
$400.00 to the residents. NDVH is blessed with man
heartfelt donations yet the presentation of this certainj
gift brought tears to the eyes of almost all in the Town,
Hall that day. .
How thankful we '
are for teachers
like Mrs. Strobel,
that not only
teach their stu-
dents the value o
a penny but to
honor veterans

The Kulm
First Graderg
joined the

b | residents for
the noon

sang Christ-
 J mas Carols
o — o throughout
e AeterdhS o AGHERbAHaf) 2E0neuf]
frsh Briders feEeivEEsBMeXShdcialFisitor bd t
INDY¥H\Bud Bok a scenic drive to Kulm.

$1 17 7EITEAI Oh POl OA ' OAT APA
OAET AA AU OEA Al AOO AO OEAU
‘‘‘‘‘ OEA

¥4
6 c¢
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BRAVO!
188th Army Band
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We have had a busy Fall and
Winter at the NDVH. From
Halloween parties to various
groups providing entertainme
the activities have been endleg¥
Thank you to all who have givs
so generously of their time to
provide entertainment to the
residents of NDVH.

Group

o OAT AA A
OAOAOAT I
[AT1 U OOA
OEAOA xEO

PUSH UNTIL ALARM
SOUNDS.DOOR CaN BE
__| OPENED 15 seconps.
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