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From the Desk of Mark Johnson, Administrator 

Since my last report many great events have happened at the Veterans Home.  This year 

we opened the new woodworking and art studio that so many of you donated time and 

money to make it a success.  Thanks to your generosity the shop is equipped with some 

of the latest and greatest tools we could buy. 

 

Our residents love the room and the lighting in the new art studio.  We have had a num-

ber of local artist and crafters come in and teach their skills to the guys and gals at the 

Veterans Home.  Last month I think we had about 8 to 10 residents painting pictures for themselves and 

family members.  The woodworking shop is incredible and everyone who does projects in the shop are 

loving the tools and what they can do to make their projects a success. 

 

For family day we had special entertainment and approximately 250 family members came to visit, which 

gave us a total of about 400 people visiting and touring the home over that weekend.  I really enjoy being 

part of the family weekend because it allows the employees of the Veterans Home to talk about the great 

things we are doing for the Veterans and spouses.  Each year the family day weekend gets larger.  This 

year will be the largest event we have ever hosted at the Veterans Home as we celebrate our 125th Anniver-

sary.  We are expecting 400 – 600 people here for the occasion.  Please come join us on September 8, 

2018.  I promise it will be a great day for everyone attending. 

 

This year we hope to start the first phase of the memorial garden.  We are currently working on some de-

signs that will enhance the campus and offer residents a special area where they can go to visit family 

members and friends.  

 

But even though we do great things, we have found ourselves struggling to fill beds on the basic care side.  

In fact we had to close half of a unit on C Pod due to low census.  If any of you know a veteran needing 

services please refer them to us.  I can guarantee, we are the best kept secret in the state.  You won’t find a 

better benefit than the one we offer at the NDVH.  Please come tour our facility so we can show you what 

you’re missing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark B. Johnson, Administrator 
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Thank you to the following organizations  
for funding Art and Craft Supplies  

for the new Art Studio! 

American Legion Auxiliary Foundation Grant 

V.F.W. Auxiliary Post #9367 of Grafton 

V.F.W. Auxiliary, Department of North Dakota 

V.F.W. Department of North Dakota 

V.F.W. Post #1326 of Bismarck 

Wayne & Sharol Paulson of Minot 

V.F.W. Post #753 of Minot 
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American Legion Auxiliary of ND 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #01 of Bismarck 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #124 of McClusky 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #143 of Cooperstown 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #166 of Wallcott 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #169 of Sharon 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #181 of Thompson 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #235 of Tioga 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #240 of Hoople  

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #253 of Garrison 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #308 of West Fargo 

American Legion Post #1 of Bismarck 

American Legion Post #11 of Cavalier 

American Legion Post #143 of Cooperstown 

American Legion Post #160 of McHenry 

American Legion Post #161 of Flaxton 

American Legion Post #162 of Tolna 

American Legion Post #163 of Wilton 

American Legion Post #181 of Thompson 

American Legion Post #21 of Lakota 

American Legion Post #223 of Erie-Arthur 

American Legion Post #235 West Fargo  

American Legion Post #62 of Walhalla 

American Legion Post #87 of Wishek 

American Legion Post #92 of Northwood 

American Legion Riders Dist. 2 of Larimore 

AMVETS Auxiliary Department of ND 

AMVETS Auxiliary Post #03 of Valley City 

AMVETS- State Commander 2015-2016 Murray Strom  

Bowlers to Veterans Link of Fairfax, VA 

Burnel & Sue Domine of LaMoure 

Clyde Nelson of Turtle Lake 

Concordia Lutheran WELCA of Benedict 

Darwin & Pam Krause of Rotonda West, FL   

Daryl & Loretta Tabor of Bismarck 

Daryl Kuhnenn Memorial Ride of Rugby 

DAV Aux, Dept. of ND 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #1 of Fargo 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #3 of Bismarck 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #4 of Minot 

DAV Auxiliary, Department of ND 

DAV Chapter #24 of Valley City 

Deanne Payne of Denver, CO Gayle & Benita  

Diane Elkin of Fargo 

Dickinson Aerie #2328 Fraternal Order of Eagles 

Duane & Janice Hanson of Lisbon 

 

 

 

Erica Jorde Johnson family of Towner  

Fargo Cass Public Health 

Gary Glessing of Fargo 

Grace Lutheran WELCA of McClusky 

Hi Way Rollers of Lisbon 

James & Karen Tangen of Northwood 

Jamestown USBC WBA 

Jeff Weitzel & family of Fargo 

Joel & Dawn Moore of Arthur ND 

John F Cramer of New York, NY 

Judith Piersol of West Fargo 

Julie Qual of Lisbon 

Kevin & Karen Law of Beulah 

Laurie Albright of Fargo 

Lawrence & Bernice Heyd of Fargo 

Roger & Janell Krueger of Cando 

Linda Haecherl of Lisbon 

Lodge Kosobud #106 of Lankin 

Mary Jo Mastel of Linton 

Mooreton Lutheran Church Women 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of  

Edgely 

Pembina County Legion of Cavalier 

Red Knights Int. Firefighters Motorcycle Club  

 #1 of Valley City 

Second Brigade/MC of North Dakota 

Shirley Kirschenman of Moorhead, MN 

Shirley Lindgen of Nortonville 

St. Agatha's Christian Mothers of Hope 

Steven Volk of Mandan 

VFW Auxiliary Department of ND  

VFW Auxiliary Post #1874 of Grand Forks 

VFW Auxiliary Post #3363 of Lisbon 

VFW Auxiliary Post #3507 of Marshall 

VFW Auxiliary Post #3545 of Ellendale 

VFW Auxiliary Post #6264 of Strasburg 

VFW Auxiliary Post #760 of Jamestown 

VFW Auxiliary Post #8688 of Bottineau 

VFW Auxiliary Post #9367 of Grafton 

VFW Department of ND 

VFW Post #1326 of Bismarck 

VFW Post #2707 of Northwood 

VFW Post #3379 of Cooperstown 

VFW Post #4172 of Hillsboro 

VFW Post #4251 of Esmond 

VFW Post #753 of Minot 

VFW Post #7564 of West Fargo 

VFW Post #8688 of Bottineau 

VFW Post #9070 of Colfax 

VFW Post #9367 of Grafton 

Victor & Arlene Lybeck of Esmond 

Wayne & Sharon Paulson of Minot 

Woodworth Belles of Woodworth 

YOU MADE THIS HAPPEN!   
Thank you to those who gave so generously to the 

WOODSHOP fund. 

 

Lee Schmidt has kept busy making easels  

to be used in the Art Studio. 

The first of many projects. Doc Hanson(l)  

pictured with Elmer Zenker(r) .  Elmer made 

a raised garden bed for his daughter.  

Woodshop  

Projects 
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Things learned in the wood shop... 

North Dakota Veterans Home pro-
vides many outlets, brings folks to-
gether 

Reprinted, with permission, from the November 13, 2017 
edition of the Ransom County Gazette 

By Jeanne Sexton-Brown 

“I taught high school for 35 years and I have never had a 
finer shop in any of the schools I taught in,” said Hanson. 
“Anytime a machine is turned on, the exhaust system comes 
on. This is as free of sawdust as a wood shop can be.” 

Hanson got the nickname “Doc” from one of his students 
in high school. He was discussing the different types of wood, 
soft wood, hard wood, which is better for which projects. 
One of his students said, “Well you are just a doctor of wood, 
aren’t you!” The nickname stuck. 

He retired in 1998. Being a Veteran, he spent a good deal 
of time at the Veterans Home, playing pinochle. As the wood 
shop was being designed and nearing completion, it was a 
small jump to seek out his assistance in running the shop and 
getting it organized.  

“We are very fortunate to have Doc with us,” said Mark 
Johnson, NDVH Administrator. “He doesn’t have a lot of time 
for card playing anymore though!” 

For Hanson, he sees the shop as a place to optimize the 
options the residents have to keep busy and to work with 
their hands rather than sitting around. This wood shop is 
equipped to do most anything  there is to do with wood, 
according to Hanson. 

He is happy to see the residents getting re-acclimated to 
working with their hands. 

“I haven’t found anything lacking in the shop so far,” said 
Hanson. “I count it a privilege to be here and help the resi-
dents.” 

Hanson attended college in Ellendale when the college 
there was the University of North Dakota, Ellendale Branch. 
They had an industrial arts program that was outstanding. 
Hanson taught in Oregon as well as St. Paul high schools. 
While in the cities, his principal asked if he knew of any other 
graduates of Ellendale that would want to teach.  

“He thought the school had an excellent program,” said 
Hanson. “I took auto mechanics class there. We had four 
women in the class. They were teachers in country schools 
and figured they needed to know something about cars. We 
were put in teams of two and given an old car engine to get 
working. My buddy and I never did get our engine to run. The 
four women all got theirs running. I decided I needed to stick 

with wood working.” 

The wood for working at the 
new shop is easy to come by. 
They make shadow boxes from 
scraps and for bigger projects 
they encourage the residents 
to purchase their own, though 
they have had offers of donations of larger supplies of wood 
for projects. Donations for Veterans are always accepted and 
greatly appreciated. 

Items made in the wood shop can be displayed in the art 
studio. Each resident can display two projects for sale in the 
art studio. One resident made a raised 
garden box in the shop. His daughter 
liked it and wanted one. He was able to 
make another one and found someone 
who would sell them on consignment. 

 

 

Korean Veterans, 

Doc Hanson, Wood-

shop Supervisor(l) 

and Richard Norberg

(r) test out a new 

piece of equipment.   

Jann Neameyer, Director of Social Service and Activi-

ties(l) and Duane (Doc) Hanson, Woodshop Supervi-

sor(r) have put several hours into creating a safe and 

efficient workplace. Jann researched polices on safe-

ty and federal and state regulations and Doc found 

the perfect place to house each piece of equipment.    
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 JANUARY 

Thank you to the Ransom County 

 4-H members, leaders, and parents 

who volunteered to take down 

Christmas decorations.  

CASINO PARTY 

Fun with Pianos 
was a hit. From Classic 

Country to Classic Rock 

many of the residents 

were caught singing 

along. 
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February 

Betty and Leonard Wall 

Joe Schmidt of Grand Forks 

Lisbon Second graders on one of their 

three visits to NDVH.  

Fort Ransom students buddy up with a 

Veteran for bingo. 

 

Harvey Bergstrom and his accordion.  

Kenny and his bingo buddy.  

march 

Robert Billing is pictured with 

two of his great grandsons who 

attend the Fort Ransom School. 

NDVH staff take a break for a photo opportunity before serving 

appetizers at the St. Patrick's Day party.  
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NDVH EASTER  

EGG HUNT 

 

Eugene and Jean Bucklins  
 entertain on guitar, 

April 

The Easter Bunny AKA Brenda Elijah, 

Activities Coordinator and Larry 

Hertwig presented the grand prize of 

bicycles to two lucky winners at the 

NDVH 

Easter Egg  

Hunt. East-

er Eggs 

were hidden up and down hallways 

and each child had a chance to win a 

variety of prizes.  Thank you to the 

NDVH Basic Care Resident Council for 

organizing this great event. 

Ron’s daughter and 

grandchildren search 

their eggs looking for 

the golden ticket. 

Thanks to our administrator 

Mark Johnson, Robert 

Praus enjoyed a ride in a 

restored classic car.  Robert 

had a great time riding with 

the top down.   

Milo Hatzenbuhler:  
The original Rock and Roll Farmboy 

Milo had people laughing at his wild sense of humor and entertainment.  Families and residents truly enjoyed 
this time of togetherness.  
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MAY 

The Aliceton 4-H 

Club spent quality 

time with residents. 

Lisbon 3rd Graders Headstart kids 

Lisbon Music High School Students 
Tom enjoying the company of some 

friends while listening to the Lisbon 

High School students perform.  

The Red River Valley Veterans 

Concert Band faithfully performs 

every May for the resident of 

NDVH.   

Mattie playing her fiddle for 

 a happy crowd.  

Music and Kids filled the Veterans Home during the month of May! 
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  June History of the Blue Star Memorial 
The Blue Star Memorial Program honors all men 
and women that serve in the United States 
Armed Services. This program began with the 
planting of 8,000 Dogwood trees by the New 
Jersey Council of Garden Clubs in 1944 as a 
living memorial to veterans of World War II. In 
1945, the National Council of State Garden 
Clubs adopted this program and began a Blue 
Star Highway system that covers thousands of 
miles across the Continental United States, Alas-
ka, and Hawaii. A large metal Blue Star Memori-
al Highway Marker was placed at appropriate 
locations along the way. 
What we see today is a program that has ex-
panded to include all men and women who had 
served, were serving, or would serve in the armed 
services of the United States. Memorial Markers 
and By-Way markers were 
added to the Highway 
Markers, to be used at 
locations such as National 
cemeteries, parks, veter-
an's facilities and gardens. 
The Blue Star became an 
icon in World War II and 
was seen on flags and 
banners in homes for sons 
and daughters away at 
war, and in churches and 
businesses. This program 
has been active all 
through the years to the present, a fitting tribute 
to our Armed Forces and especially now. 
Source: http://gardenclub.org/projects/blue-star-
memorials.aspx 

Every June we look forward to the DAV Picnic.  On June 15, 

2017, the day was made even more memorable by the dedica-

tion of the Blue Star Memorial Marker Dedication by the 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. with Disabled American 

Veterans Auxiliary State Department of North Dako-

ta.   It is an honor to have the beautiful grounds of NDVH rec-

ognized through the Blue Star program.  

Les Westgard, President of the NDSGC

(l) with Mark Johnson, Administrator(r) Judy Steinhouse of the ND 

DAV Auxiliary unveils the 

marker.  

 

MINNESOTA TWINS FOR THE WIN 

Jim Haukedahl of DAV 

Chapter #1 of Fargo 

Past ND Guard Members reunite: Eldred 

Knutson DAV Chapter #24 of Valley City 

member and Tracy Lein, NDVH Employee. 

Thanks to a generous donation 

from ND National Guard Mem-

bers we made it to a Twins Game 

in June 2017.  Making the trip even 

more fun were the volunteers 

from the ND National Guard. 
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 July 

Bless You Dear Veterans 

By Andrea Waage Rootham, May 26 2008 

For you were there where only the brave would dare. 

And you were there through bloody thick and thin. 

In the midst of danger you didn’t waiver even then. 

We waved you off with a tear and a sob, 

And prayed you’d have the protection of God. You did 

your duty at home and on foreign shore, 

On land, on sea, and in the air; 

Protecting our freedom, casting it pure. 

Firing it stronger, fighting harder to endure. 

Especially on this Day of Remembrance, 

We send our love your way, Dear Veterans. 

August 

The Daughters of the American Revolution 

hosted an event honoring Vietnam Veterans in July 

of 2017 at NDVH.  This event recognized Vietnam 

Veterans as we reflect on the 50th anniversary of 

the Vietnam War.   

Al’s smile says it all. 

Sonny got to visit 
with friends and 
pose for a picture 
by their classic 
car.  

In August residents 
went on an outing 
to Wyndmere and 
took in an after-
noon concert.  

The Second  
Brigade MC takes 
time to stop by 
NDVH. 

The Veterans 
Home hosted 
an Antique 
car show. 
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September 
 

On Saturday, 

September 9th, 

2017; we had 

our annual 

Family Picnic. 

We were lucky 

the weather 

cooperated and 

we were able to 

enjoy music provided by the “Cotton Wood Blue-

grass Band”. They played traditional bluegrass, coun-

try, and gospel as well as songs by Bruce Springsteen 

and Bob Dylan. There was a picnic lunch to follow 

and it was great to see so many family members. We 

are already planning for next year which will 

be a part of our 125th celebration.  

P 
I 
C 
N 
I 
C 
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October 

BEFORE 
DURING AFTER 

We broke our tradition this year 
and instead of handing out can-
dy to the whole community we 

did a “Monster Mash Bash”. 
It was a huge success with candy, 
costumes, games, food and fun. 
It gave the residents a chance to 
interact with the trick-or-treaters 
and really enjoy them. 

 

Danny Elvis is in the House!!!!! 

Danny Elvis of Lisbon and the true love 

of his life,  as well as NDVH employee, 

Donna Wagner.  
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November  

Veterans Day is such an important day 
that we decided it should be turned into a 
week long celebration.  The activities for Vet-
erans Week 2017 began with a Casino Party 
in Town Hall where residents played blackjack, 
6,5,4, and enjoyed snacks and N/A beer. Mili-
tary Memorabilia was on display on Wednes-
day, residents, staff and Mr. Lacina’s students 
from Lisbon schools attended. On Friday, The 
All-American Inn was held in Town Hall; which 
is a special meal served to the residents res-
taurant style by staff.  The special meal includ-
ed prime rib, chicken cordon bleu, cheesy po-
tatoes and much more.   

The Veterans Home was able to host Prairie Public Televi-

sions’s event Prairie Memories: The Vietnam War 
Years.  Local Veterans and even Veterans Home resident 

Larry Hertwig were interviewed.  Bob Dambach, Television Director, Barbra Gravel, Producer and 
Kim Stenjem, Producer presented a special viewing of the local interviews which are now available 
to watch at: https://www.youtube.com/user/PrairiePublicBcast A special thank you to Prairie Public 
that for bringing these memories to the screen for all of us to see. 

 
Over the years Joel 
Heitkamp has hosted his  
radio show at NDVH on 
Veterans Day.  Joel has a 
way of visiting with resi-
dents as if  they  had known 
each other for years.  
Thank you Joel for visit-
ing us again, we look 
forward to your visit next 

Check out the links on our Facebook page to hear Joel’s interviews with residents and staff.   

https://www.facebook.com/NDVHLISBON/ 
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 Veterans Day 
which fell on 
Saturday this 
year brought 

The Lisbon American Legion members 
who served a pancake breakfast and 
again this year Mr. Lacina’s 7th and 8th 
graders from Lisbon assisted with serv-
ing and clean-up.  A flag presentation 
and short program was given by the 
Lisbon Boy and Girl Scouts followed by 
a Gun salute at 11am by the Lisbon 
American Legion.  In the afternoon the 
Jamestown Drum and Bugle Corp pro-
vided entertainment which included 
some crowd participation. Jim Simmons 
of the Air Force Association read 
letters from dignitaries and presented a 
donation from the AFA.  The Pie Social 
wrapped up the afternoon’s events. 
Later, several basic care residents trav-
eled over to the Enderlin VFW for a 
free steak super in honor of their 
service.  

Lisbon 5th and 6th Grade 

Band and Choir members  

performed a patriotic array of 

music and presented each 

resident in  attendance with a 

flag. Thank you Mrs Stephanie 

Falk for instilling in your stu-

dents respect and honor for 

their country and its heroes.   
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 December  

 

 

Lisbon Second Graders spread holiday cheer to 

NDVH residents as they partnered up to create 

handprint Christmas trees.  

What is Christmas without Lefse and Krum kaka? 

What a way to kick off the Christmas Season! The ND American Legion Auxiliary Gift Shop lead by ALA mem-
ber Carol Janz was a success.  Residents were able to choose from a variety of gifts; they were able to pick two 
gifts to be mailed that day to their loved ones and one gift for themselves.  What am amazing gift from the 
American Legion Auxiliary of ND.  Thank you! 

 

The 188th Army Band  performed a wonderful selection of 

holiday favorites.  
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Maj. Gen. Alan Dohrmann 

delivered a Christmas 

greeting to the residents 

of NDVH. Followed by 

Guard members leading 

the crowd in Christmas 

carols and handing out 

gifts to the residents.  

Thank you to all Guard 

Members who make this 

day a memorable one for 

NDVH residents.  

Brenda and  Myron join in the Christmas caroling.  Alfred got what he 

asked for .  

NATIONAL GUARD CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Wayne Mckirdy and  

Staff Sgt. Laura Fajardo. 

A very special moment took 

place at the National Guard 

Christmas Party this year.  

Second Lieutenant Heather 

Baril of the ND National 

Guard Fargo presented a 

Quilt of Valor to Tom Kiefer, 

with his wife Nancy by his 

side.  The pictures say it all.   
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 Santa came to the  

North Dakota Veterans Home 

We had our second annual Poker Run 
this year with many of the staff and 
residents attending. This is a crazy 
busy day with intense competition 
from the staff to win the coveted 
award of “Most Fun” this year the 
prize went to “Brenda and The Fruit-
cakes”. They got a traveling trophy 
but are now the team to beat (watch 
out). The winning poker hand went to 
Don Chesley, with a flush.  He won a 
fridge for his room stocked with good-
ies. The event ends in Town Hall with 
food and drinks for 
all.  
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Nearing age 70, Blanchard native Larry Hertwig has been a 
resident of the North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon for 26 
years, 17 years longer than his 91-year-old father, Wally. 

“I’m still one of the kids here,” Larry jokes, “but I’ve been 
here almost the longest of anybody who’s been here at the 
home.” 

Wally Hertwig served in the U.S. Navy in San Diego during 
the transition between World War II and the Korean War. An 
accident saw him discharged from the Naval Hospital before 
the end of his two-year enlistment. 

“I went to school to learn to be a mechanic and later a boil-
er man,” Wally told the Tribune. “I was born in Grandin and 
moved to Blanchard when I was six years old. I had the gar-
age in Blanchard, the BB we called it, Blanchard Blacksmith 
Shop.” 

He sold the shop in 1987, after suffering a stroke. He and 
his wife, Imogene, rented an apartment in Hillsboro for eight 
years and attended St. John Lutheran Church. 

Wally and Imogene had three sons: Larry, Jerome, who 
lives in Hunter, N.D., and John, a resident in Monticello, 
Minn.  Jerome served with the U.S. Army in Okinawa, Japan 
during the Vietnam War. 

Larry was much more in the thick of the conflict, working 
as a courier with military intelligence as part of the 2nd Field 
Force (II Field Force), the largest corps command in Vietnam. 

“There were six Field Forces, each more or less took care of 
certain companies and fire bases for those companies,” Larry 
explained. “My job was to get information from outlying are-
as and correlate that.”  

II Field Force was supplying fire companies between Lon 
Bihn and Bihn Hua, “my biggest action time,” Larry recalled. 
“Everybody was on alert. It was the scariest time I had.” 

“I was shot at a few times,” he continued. “I was sniped at 
once while I was on guard duty. Another time on the way to 
Saigon for supplies, a bullet hit the windshield between me 
and the driver. We didn’t stay in that area very long.” 

 

Coming home 

Larry was in Vietnam for 18 months before coming home 
to Blanchard in the winter of 1970. 

“After I came back, I checked into the GI Bill for schooling, “ 
Larry said. “Most were trade schools. I was interested in art 
school or cooking school, but it would have taken a long 
time.” 

He attended barber college in Fargo and ended up cutting 
hair in Buxton for five years. Being a barber wasn’t paying 
enough. A job at American Crystal Sugar “helped better finan-
cially,” he said. “I generally had the weekends off, so I 
opened up the barber shop on Saturday. I’d give haircuts on 
Sunday if they called in advance.” 

He’d have to leave the job at Crystal. “I was allergic to 
some chemical that didn’t agree with my skin,” he noted. 

Extra money came through the Army National Guard and 
Reserve, for which he served 18 years, bringing his total mili-
tary service to 20 years, 11 months and 15 days. 

He served with the military police before becoming a “junk 
man” at the National Guard armories in Hillsboro and 
Mayville. 

“We cannibalized old equipment- engines, batteries, wind-
shields- anything still useable. I was an office machine repair-
man- typewriters, calculators, copy machines.” 

He was transferred to engineering and worked on bridges, 
roads, parking lots and sidewalks. There were summer camps 
in Texarkana and helping the New Mexico National Guard in 
the desert. 

There were odd jobs mixed in. He worked as a night cook 
at the former Country Hearth in Hillsboro and as a night 
watchman at the Budweiser warehouse in Fargo. 

“The last job I had was working at the Y in Fargo as a jani-
tor.” 

 

 

 

Wally 
Larry 

Blanchard father and son reside in 
ND Veterans Home 

Story and photos 
by James R. Johnson *Permission to print given by the Trail 
County Tribune 
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Agent Orange 

In the early 1990s, Larry suffered a stroke. 

“You wasn’t very old,” his father, sitting on his VA home 
bed, chimed in. 

Larry was in his 40s. 

“I was at the VA Hospital in Fargo for awhile,” he said. “I 
was told that I couldn’t fend for myself, that I couldn’t work a 
full eight hours.” 

He was sent home for a few months before, “They said 
we’ve got room for you at the VA Home in Lisbon. They 
showed me my room, showed me around, I said ‘good-bye’ 
to my folks and I’ve been here ever since.” 

Larry says, “We weren’t told a whole lot about Agent Or-
ange” and its effects until after he came back to North Dako-
ta, but he’s battled through a six-year bout with prostate 
cancer. 

In the mid-2000s, swelling was found in the glands and jaw 
on the right side of his face. The biopsy was found to be lym-
phoma and he underwent chemotherapy for more than a 
year. He still goes to the VA Hospital for checkups. 

There’s also been leukemia and a bone biopsy, “which I 
wouldn’t recommend having unless you absolutely have to. 
It’s almost as painful as a prostate exam.” 

 

Life inside the Veterans Home 

Larry’s first 20 years were spent inside the “Old Soldier’s 
Home” that stood in front of the administration house by the 
monuments. Larry and Wally have been in the spacious new 
Veterans Home, opened in 2011, for six years. 

“Dad beat me,” Larry said. “They moved him first. I was 
one of the last guys to leave the old building.” 

Aside from the old building’s elevator, “which broke down 
every other week,” Larry says he enjoys living at the VA 
Home. Wally says, “They tend to always have something go-
ing on.” 

The two live on separate wings. 

“We generally eat together if there’s something special 
going on,” Larry says. 

“We usually go to Bingo together,” Wally adds, noting that 
he won $5 the other night.  

However, most visits between the two need a little plan-
ning ahead; Larry is a night owl, “probably because I’ve al-
ways worked nights,” he said. 

The halls inside the home are vast, passing by a town hall, 

bank, post office, pool room, physical therapy room, library, 
barber shop, chapel, dining areas with kitchenettes, and a 
new wood shop and art studio, where the veterans can paint, 
work on models or create jewelry, leather crafts and ceremo-
nial poppies. Larry is also curator of the home’s museum. 

The home is built on a tranquil, 90-acre wooded campus 
across the Sheyenne River on the south side of Lisbon. There 
are lengthy paths for biking and walking. There are 142 pri-
vate and four semi-private rooms. About a third of the beds 
are for skilled nursing care and the rest are basic care. 

 

Standing for the national anthem 

Wally follows the Minnesota Vikings football, Minnesota 
Twins baseball and North Dakota State University Bison foot-
ball, though he’s added the Philadelphia Eagles on the gridi-
ron. 

“My grandkids went to the same school as Carson Wentz, 
Bismarck Century,” he said. 

 The two closing lines of “The Star-Spangled Banner” are 
painted on the wall leading to Wally’s room. The issue of 
National Football League athletes kneeling or not partici-
pating during the national anthem hasn’t escaped his atten-
tion. 

“I don’t like it,” Wally said. “I think they’ve got the right to 
do it- it’s freedom of speech- but I don’t agree with it.” 

Larry is not as much of a sports fan as Wally, but he’s seen 
news footage of the demonstrations. 

“I think they really should stand,” Larry said. “There’s no 
rule that says they have to, but why the change of heart? To 
me, they’re disrespecting the flag and the national anthem. 
Even if they don’t put their hand over their heart, but stand, 
they’re showing some respect.” 

Their feelings about Veterans Day are succinct. 

“Honor the vets,” Wally says. 

Larry says, “It’s honoring those who gave their all, those 
who died and those who survived, and their families.” 

Wally and Larry in Wally’s room.  
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McKenzie Overby spent her internship at NDVH 

while working toward her Administrators license.  

McKenzie quickly bonded with residents and gave 

100% while she was here.  McKenzie is pictured 

with Al Polsfut 

at a Bingo she 

sponsored. As 

a thank you, 

she also pro-

vided Sandys 

donuts.  

Thank you  

McKenzie! 

 

The “Walk across ND” project started 

in Lisbon. It took 107 days to go 1,4206.6 

miles.  The idea was to travel to all of the resi-

dents hometowns in the process.  Residents 

tracked their steps during this time period. Lisa 

and Karlee highlights the residents hometowns 

with facts about those towns.  Great job on 

inspiring us all to travel across ND and be 

healthy Lisa and Karlee! 

 
Walk Across ND 

 

Robin Bratlie, Activities 

Assistant, shares her 

precious Yorkie, Chip, 

with the residents at the 

home.  

Animals are a big part of our 
lives. Pictured is Clete riding a 
horse made possible through 
the “Riding for Dreams Pro-
gram.” It is truly a dream to 
see how his face lights up 
when he is riding. The people 

working with this program are truly amazing and the 
NDVH is lucky to be a part of this.  
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tH 

Veterans Home Residents and Staff Enjoy Flower Gardening Projects 

 

Allen Polsfut pictured with Deb Lee, Ransom County 

Extension Agent and the Hill and Valley 4-H Club. 

Elmer Cassat pictured with Deb Lee and the Heart 

and Soul 4-H Club. 

Bright blooming flowers and some addi-
tional landscape items have turned an 
area at the North Dakota Veterans Home 
into a beautiful and relaxing garden 

spot. 

Deb Lee, Ransom County Extension Agent received 
a grant from the North Dakota Junior Master Gar-
dener Program to do flower gardening and land-
scaping projects at the North Dakota Veterans 
Home.  Last year the same grant funded perennial 
and annual flowers around the flag pole area and 
members of the Hill and Valley 4-H Club assisted in 
planting them.  This year the Veterans Home pur-
chased plants for that area and members of Hill 
and Valley again volunteered to do the planting.  
Approximately 250 red, white and blue petunias 
surround the outside border of the flagpole area in 
addition to cosmos and some other beautiful per-
ennials scattered throughout. 

This year the grant was used to landscape the out-
door area between the Peace and Honor House-
holds.  A pollinator garden was built and members 
of the Heart and Soul 4-H Club planted perennials 
that attract butterflies, hummingbirds and bees.  
Pollinators are important for almost everything we 
grow from crops and gardens to fruit trees.  One of 
the residents has an angel fountain that he is will-
ing to share so that was added to the garden.  Ad-
ditional planters and pots were planted with a vari-

ety of colorful annual flowers.  An 
arbor was added to the area and a 
wishing well which Levi Sveum 
from the McLeod Ag 4-H Club 
volunteered to construct. 

This outdoor area started as a 
blank canvas this spring but now it 
is filled with colorful, blooming 
flowers, a wonderful fountain and 
an arbor and wishing well.  It will 
be visited by friendly pollinators 

and enjoyed by residents and staff 
for the remainder of the summer.  
Thanks Junior Master Gardener Pro-
gram for the funding to complete 
this project.    

by Debra Lee, Ransom County Extension Agent 

  

The wishing well 

crafted by Levi 

Sveum of the 

McLeod 4-H Club. 
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First Lutheran of Britton 

Good Shepherd of Logan 

WELCA, Logan Kirby and 

Brooklyn Kirby 

ND Honor Society 

Karen Murphy of  

Mayville and friends 

Leondie Strand and Rose Olson 

Gina Timmerman  

of St. Johns Lutheran of 

 Arthur 

Northwood American 

Legion and VFW 
Sisters Choice Quilt Club 

of Galesburg 

 

The North Dakota Veterans Home Founda-

tion Inc. held a golf tournament in June 

2017 at Maple River Golf Club in Casselton.  In 

the three years of its existence this event has tri-

pled in size hosting over 100 golfers thanks to 

the hard work of the Foundation members.  The 

amount of dedication and time that the Founda-

tion board members devote to this cause is 

amazing and we are truly grateful.  Joel 

Heitkamp of KFGO even highlighted the 

Foundation Board and ND Veterans Home 

as he broadcasted live from the tourna-

ment. Following, Joel hit the course with his 

son-in laws and co-worker Tom Schmanski.     

Welcoming Residents with your gift of kindness  

Thanks to the donations of quilts we receive, we are able to give every resident a quilt.  Throughout this process we 
have discovered that the best quilt size for the Veterans Homes beds is 70 x 90.   
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Past State Commander Bill Tuff of the West Fargo 

VFW presents a 15,000 Donation 

 

Valley City DAV Bingo 

Green Valley Food distributed 

Kettle Corn to the Staff and 

residents at NDVH, YUM!!! 

Hill and Valley 4H deliver Blessings Bags 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

 

Stephanie Falk donates 

requested picture frames. 

Northwood American Legion  
Sheldon American Legion donation 

Stutsman Harley Davidson 

Valley City AMVETS  

The Lisbon FBLA Class, lead my 

Mr. Brent Janes presented a flag 

to Stanley Wald.   

THANK YOU 

Mr. Rich Lacina and students decorated 

NDVH for Christmas 

FOR ALL 
YOU DO! 



 

 

NORTH DAKOTA VETERANS HOME NEWS                                                                                                           

                                                                                 THE SCUTTLEBUTT                                                               25 

North Dakota Veterans Home  

Wish List 

The Activities Fund is always accepting monetary donations.  

This fund enhances socialization in the lives of the residents.  Bin-

gos, craft projects, outings, and social events are just a few ways 

that these donations are utilized.   

The American Legion Auxiliary 

Cart accepts monetary dona-

tions.  Your donations will provide 

residents on-site access to sham-

poo, deodorant, clothing items, 

and other personal care items.   

Items wanted: 

CD’s (classic country & gospel) 

Pinochle Cards 

Fluorescent Reflective Safety Vests 

5x7 Picture Frames 

Bird Food 

Large Illuminated Alarm Clocks 

Large Wall Clocks 

Stamps 

I-Tunes Cards 

I-Pods-Touch or Classic (new or 

used) 

Headphones (not earbuds) 

Small DVD player 

Smaller CD Players 

Magazine Subscriptions 

Newspaper Subscriptions  

 

*We are so thankful for the donations that have been given to 

the North Dakota Veterans Home. At this time we are no 
longer accepting used items. We simply have run out of stor-
age space to house used items.  Thank you!               

Future Wish  

Accounts 

 

-Special Events Fund 

(125th Anniversary of 

NDVH 9-8-18) 

 

-Memorial Garden 

 

If you have any questions  

regarding donations please  

contact:  

Mark Johnson,  

Administrator 

701-683-6500 

or 

Susie Schlecht,  

Marketing Coordinator 

Remembrance 

In memory of Harold Narum 

Thiry Narum of Wallcott 

In memory of John Schreiner 

Lorraine Holmstrom 

In memory of Mariol Knapp 

Edna Ellefson of Milnor 

Duane & Janice Hanson of Lisbon 

In memory of Paul Fee 

Dave and Susanne Olson of Lisbon 

In memory of Norvin J Elbert  

Lowell Schweigert of Grand Forks 

In memory of Leon Kopp 

Duane & Janice Hanson of Lisbon 

In memory of Leo Feltman 

Dennis & Linda Markusen of Grafton 

Janet & Elroy Gronhovd of Grafton 

In memory of Mary Stahlecker 

Judy Devitt 

In memory of members of the S.M.Foote 

Post #161 American Legion Flaxton 

Lauren E. Nelson of Gulf Breeze, FL 

In memory of Ray Meyers 

Jane Lean (Jalbert) of West Fargo 

In memory of Daryl Kuhnhenn 

Daryl Kuhnhenn Memorial ride of Rugby 

In memory of Bill Jones 

Judy Devitt of Lisbon 

In memory of Cal Chamberlain and Rob-

ert Wymore 

American Legion Post #8 of Mayville 

In memory of Darold Unterseher 

Maxine Beckwith of Hazen 
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In memory of Tony Brown 

Duane and Jan Hanson of Lisbon 

Lorraine Holmstrom of Lisbon 

Shirley Johnson of Milnor 

Kelly Lyons of Lisbon 

In memory of Jean Schroeder 

Staff of NDVH 

In memory of Arthur Schuer 

Richard & Elaine Foss of Douglas 

James Schuer of Douglas 

In memory of Charles Blaschke 

Christie Urbach of Lisbon 

John Blaschke Sacramento, CA 

Arlene Gibson of Lisbon 

Marcia Clark and family of League City TX 

Charles Novak of Wichita, KS 

Cynthia Blaschke of Oaktie, SC 

In memory of Maurice Duval 

J. Stephen Blazek of Fargo  

Cindy McDonald of West Fargo  

In memory of Vivian Bowman 

Susan Marohl of Valley City  

In memory of George Anderson 

Duane and Jan Hanson of Lisbon 

NDVH office staff 

Dave & Susanne Olson of Lisbon 

In memory of James Mcleer 

AMVETS Post #20 of Steele ND 

In memory of Marie Zejdlik 

VFW Auxiliary Post #1874 of Grand Forks 

In memory of Bill Sullivan 

Lorraine Holmstrom of Lisbon 

Judy Devitt of Lisbon 

In memory of Calvin Bauer 

Calvin Bauer family of Moorhead, MN 

In memory of Ron Ehlers 

Judy Devitt of Lisbon 

In memory of Richard Renner 

Judy Devitt of Lisbon 

In memory of Elaine Kost 

American Legion Auxiliary of Harvey  

In memory of Darrell Stafford 

Virginia Stendahl of Lisbon 

In memory of Richard Saunders 

James & Eloyce Kenward of Fargo 

In memory of Christ Christiansen & Floyd 

Hendersen-NDVH Commandant  

Cleo J Chambers of Grand Forks ND 

In memory of Lawrence Osman 

Ona Vig of West Fargo 

In memory of Gary Hanson 

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Amundson of Elbow 

Lake MN 

 Shirley S. Hanson Moorhead, MN 

In memory of Lloyd Steve Holt Post #8 

Commander  

American Legion Post #8 of Mayville 

In memory of Isabelle Dallmann, Lor-

raine Qual, Helen Tangen, Lois Murray 

and Joan Montgomery 

American Legion Auxiliary Florence Kim-

ball Post #7 of Lisbon 

 

Donations 
188th Army National Guard Band 

Alexius and Regan Reinke of Lisbon 

Aliceton 4-H Club 

American Legion Auxiliary Dept. of ND   

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #1 of Bis-

marck 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #100 of 

Hebron  

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #125 of 

Watford City 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #139 of 

Tioga  

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #144 of 

Belfield 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #15 of 

Wheatland 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #154 of 

Page 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #160 of 

McHenry 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #160 of 

Sutton 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #178 of 

Verona 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #187 of 

Fingal 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #19 of 

LaMoure 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #194 of 

Rolette 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #201 of 

Minto 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #213 of 

Sherwood 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #230 of 

Makoti 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #250 of 

Gackle 

Continually grateful 
for those who give 
of themselves in 
countless ways! 
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On behalf of the residents, we sincerely thank the following for their generous donations: 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #26 of 

Minot 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #265 of 

Streeter 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #269 of 

Upham 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #270 of 

Butte 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #290 of 

New Town 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #298 of 

Ross 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #35 of 

Lignite 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #36 of 

Oakes 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #49 of 

Garrison 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #548 of 

Walcott 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #6 of 

Grand Forks 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #69 of 

Flasher 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #7 of Lis-

bon 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #79 of 

Cando 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #90 of 

Center   

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #96 of 

Powers Lake 

American Legion Post #11 of Cavalier 

American Legion Post #133 of Turtle Lake 

American Legion Post #143 of Cooper-

stown  

American Legion Post #160 of McHenry 

American Legion Post #163 of Wilton  

American Legion Post #18 of Hope 

American Legion Post #181 of Northwood 

American Legion Post #181 of Thompson 

American Legion Post #21 of Lakota  

American Legion Post #221 of Sheldon 

American Legion Post #223 of Erie-Arthur 

American Legion Post #23 of Rugby  

American Legion Post #250 of Gackle 

American Legion Post #258 of Halliday 

American Legion Post #265 of Streeter 

American Legion Post #36 of Oakes  

American Legion Post #42 of Bottineau 

American Legion Post #44 of Hunter  

American Legion Post #62 of Walhalla 

American Legion Post #6833 of Tuttle 

AMVETS Auxiliary Post #10 of Minot 

AMVETS Auxiliary Post #3 of Valley City 

AMVETS Auxiliary Post #9 of Bismarck 

AMVETS Post #3 of Valley City 

AMVETS Post #7 of Fargo 

Art of Encouragement of Oklahoma City, 

OK 

Arthur Centennial of Arthur ND 

B & G Motorsports Inc. Stutsman Harley 

Davidson of Jamestown 

BCC Youth Groups of Beulah 

BCN School of Wimbledon 

Bel Air Elementary of Minot 

Beltrami School of Fertile, MN 

Bethel WELCA of Battle View 

Betty & Mitchell Einarson of Cavalier 

Betty and Leonard Wade of Mayville/

Portland 

Bill Russell & Members of Marine Corps 

746 of Huron and Mitchell SD 

Bobcat Gwinner Employees 

Bowden Lutheran Church of Bowden  

Brandi Schmidt of Bismarck 

Brenda & David Moritz of Jamestown 

Burke Central School of Lignite 

Burlington Elementary 

Carol Schmidt of Minot 

Carol Steedsman of Enderlin 

Central United Methodist of Center 

Century Elementary of Grand Forks-Mrs. 

Carlson 

Charles Brew of Bowden 

Chase Justice and family of Williston 

Cheryl Zimm/Chris Krug of Veterans 

Team Member Network, Wells Fargo 

Cindy Koth of West Fargo 

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Associa-

tion 42-1XO 

Community of Arthur for Arthur Centen-

nial  

Concordia Lutheran WELCA of Benedict   

Confirmation Students of Faith Lutheran 

Church of Valley City 

Connie and Kevin Foster of Brecken-

ridge, MN 

Corey Bliss WeFest mgr. of Detroit Lakes, 

MN 
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Dakota Prairie School of McVille 

Darlene Spooner of Casselton 

Darold & Ardella Johnson of Cavalier 

Daryl & Loretta Tabor of Bismarck 

Daryl Kuhnhenn Memorial Ride of Rugby  

Daughters of American Revolution Dacotah 

Chapter DAR of Sutton ND 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

of Bismarck  

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

Regent Chapter of Fargo 

DAV Aux Dept. of ND from Fargo 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #1 Fargo 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #2 Grand Forks 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #24 Valley City 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #31 of Jamestown 

DAV Auxiliary Unit #4 of Minot 

DAV Chapter #24 of Valley City 

David Bass of Valley City  

David T Cole of Manchester WA 

Dennis Davis & Sandra Sidler of Fargo 

Dept. of ND Veterans of Foreign Wars  

Diane Dockter for M Donald Schmit 

Diane Kraemer of Grand Forks 

Donna Seibold of Jamestown 

Doosan Company of Gwinner 

Doris Mehlhoff of Tuttle 

Duane "Doc" Hanson of Lisbon 

Edgeley Public School 

Eileen Huseth of McLeod 

Elaine Anderson of Lisbon 

Elaine Balzer of Bismarck 

EM Club 816th EM Co of Dickinson 

Erica Jorde Johnson family of Towner  

Evening Star Homemakers Club of Lisbon 

Fabric and Textile Warehouse of Willmar 

Fair Meadows Nursing Home of Fertile 

Fort Ransom Students 

Gary Puetz of Mantador 

Gene and Jean Bucklin 

Girl Scouts and Brownies of Bismarck 

Good Shepherd WELCA of Englevale 

Gordon Johnson & Yvonne Buchholz of 

Fort Ransom 

Grace Lutheran WELCA of McClusky 

Grimsrud Elementary Second Grade of 

Bismarck 

Gwinner Youth Group 

Harlow Justice of Williston 

Harvey Elementary-Heidi Keller 

Heart and Soul 4-H Club of Lisbon 

Helen Elijah of Lisbon 

Helen Keller of Bismarck 

Helen Vanores of Mandan 

Hill and Valley 4-H Club of Lisbon 

Hillsboro Vets Club Hillsboro  

Inez Klein of Leeds 

Irene Hoenhouse of Lisbon 

Jamestown USBC WBA  

Janice Langdahl of Page 

Jenna & Jason Lee of Grand Forks  

Jodi Beauchere of Fargo 

Joe Schmit of Grand Forks 

Josh Entzel 1-188 Air Defense Artillery 

Battalion ND Army National Guard-

Bismarck 

Judy Gemar of Fullerton 

Karen Murphy of Mayville 

Kathy Hakanson of McLeod 

Kenmare First Graders 

Kevin and Karen Law of Beulah 

Kulm School Students 

Lake Agassiz Elementary of Grand 

Forks-Mrs. Hillestad 

Lamoure 4th Graders- Mrs. Becky 

Dreze 

LaMoure Youth Group 

Lauren E Nelson of Gulf Breeze, FL 

Lawrence D Hansen Almira, WA 

Leach Public Library of Wahpeton 

Les Westgard, President of NDSGC 

Lewis & Clark Fort Mandan Foun-

dation of Washburn 

Lewis and Clark Elementary of 

Mandan-Mrs. Brahos 

Life Skills and Transition of 

Grafton 

Lilian Rost of Anamoose 

Linda and Art Grochow of Wahpe-

ton 

Linda Malo of Rolette ND 

Lindsey Dow of Lisbon 

Linton FCCLA  

Lions Club of Crookston, MN 

Lisbon 2nd Graders 

Lisbon 5th and 6th Graders and 

Mrs. Falk 

Lisbon Boy and Girl Scouts 

Lisbon High School FBLA - Mr. 

Brent Janes  

Lisbon Public School Students 

Lisbon Youth Group 
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Loren Hudson 

Lorraine Boehler of Bismarck  

Louise Longlet of Amenia  

Louise Williams of Minnetonka, MN 

Lynn Rotenberger of Lisbon 

Mae Streich of Bottineau 

Marciah Kilzer of Bismarck 

Marie Ellsworth of Independence, MO 

Mark Gibbon of West Fargo 

Marlin Galde of Wahpeton 

Mary Ann Bartel of Lisbon 

Mary M Bommersbach of Cummings  

Mary Stark Elementary of Mandan 

Matthew S Kuhn of Dawson  

Mayville Lutheran Church 

McLeod 4-H Club  

MECCA #50E5 of West Fargo 

Metigoshe Lutheran, Bottineau United, 

and Willow City Lutheran Churches  

Milnor Public School Lyndsey Lynch 

Milnor Public School Mrs. Pederson 

Minot Red Cross Volunteers 

Mitch Baumgartner Armstrong Funeral 

Home of Lisbon 

Mooreton Lutheran Church of Mooreton 

Moose Lodge #239 Williston   

Moses Elementary of Bismarck 

Mr. Lacina's 8th Grade class of Lisbon 

School 

Mrs. Jacobs class of Dickinson School 

Mrs. Larry Fuller member ALA Unit #23 of 

Rugby 

Napoleon Public School 

National Garden Club Inc. 

National Honor Society of Grand Forks 

ND Air Force Association of Minot 

ND American Legion Riders Dist. 10  

ND Korean War Vets of Northwood 

ND Legion Riders 

NDASC/ Les Anderson of Minot 

NDSU Extension Service of Napoleon- Car-

men Rath-Wald 

NDVH Resident Council 

New Rockford Sheyenne 

Norman H. Andrus of Oakes 

North Dakota National Guard Members 

North Star Public School of Cando 

Oakes Public School-Lindsey Courtney 

Operation Gratitude of Linton 

Our Lady of Grace (DARE) of Minot 

Our Saviour's Lutheran of Park River 

Pat Rutschke of Kulm 

Pat Thomas of Phillips, WI 

Paul and Kara Fladland of Fargo 

Paul and Kate Mund family of Delamere 

Paul Swanstrom 

Pembina County Legion of Cavalier 

Peter and Betty Malkowski of Belfield 

Prairie View Elementary of New Salem 

Ray and Janet Sorgert of Fargo 

Richard M Goellen of Fargo 

Richland Elementary School of Abercrom-

bie 

Rosebud Lodge #106 of Michigan 

Ruth Fletcher of Webster, SD 

Second Brigade Motorcycle Club of Lin-

coln   

Shawn & Kris Beck of Gwinner 

Sheila Fjeld of Minot 

Sheldon Homemakers 

Shirley Lindgren of Nortonville 

Sisters Choice Quilt Club of Galesburg 

St. Agatha’s Christian Mothers #1346 of 

Hope 

St. Anthony's Catholic Church of Linton 

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Arthur 

St. Jude Altar Group 

St. Paul Lutheran Daycare of St. Joseph, 

MO 

Standing Rock Lutheran Church WELCA of 

Fort Ransom 

Stephanie Hovland of Rugby 

Steve Voightman of Oakes 

Steven A. Volk of Mandan 

Terry Smith and Dan of Nashville, TN 

The Hertwig Family of Monticello, MN 

Tom Lundgren of Thompson 

Tri-County Ag 4-H Club of Lisbon 

We are so over-

whelmed by the kind-

ness and generosity of 

those who have given 

monetary gifts as well 

as those who have giv-

en of their time and 

talents to benefit the 

Veterans Home.  

Please realize how 

much your gift means 

to us and accept our 

apology if we neglect-

ed to send you a thank 

you. 
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Trinity Lutheran of Edinburg 

Trinity-Bergen Lutheran of Starkweather 

Underwood Public School 

United Methodist Church of Center Quilters 

United Steele Workers Union 560 of Gwinner 

University of Mary Bismarck-Caroline Kozojed 

US Bank of Fargo 

US Dept. of Interior Natl Park Service Alaska 

Region of Anchorage   

Val Hegel of Breckenridge, MN 

Verna Stokke of MN 

VFW Auxiliary of ND  

VFW Auxiliary Post #2707 of Northwood 

VFW Auxiliary Post #1874 of Grand Forks 

VFW Auxiliary Post #1902 of Crookston, MN 

VFW Auxiliary Post #26 of Minot 

VFW Auxiliary Post #262 of Belcourt 

VFW Auxiliary Post #2764 of Valley City 

VFW Auxiliary Post #3444 of Dickinson 

VFW Auxiliary Post #3507 of Britton, SD 

VFW Auxiliary Post #4324 Wahpeton 

VFW Auxiliary Post #6264 of Strasburg  

VFW Auxiliary Post #760 of Jamestown 

VFW Auxiliary Post #8688 of Bottineau 

VFW Auxiliary Post #9067 of McLeod  

VFW Auxiliary Post #9367 of Grafton  

VFW Auxiliary Post #9050 of Enderlin 

VFW Post #2707 of Northwood 

VFW Post #2764 of Valley City 

VFW Post #7564 of West Fargo 

VFW Post #9050 of Enderlin 

VFW Post #9317 of Mantador 

Vicky Haltin of Hoople 

Vietnam Veterans of America North Central 

Plains Chapter #374 of Lisbon 

Wahpeton Public Schools-Noel Eckroth 

Wahpeton Vets Club of Wahpeton 

Waldheim WELCA of Kathryn ND 

Ward County VSO 

Wesley United Methodist of Edgeley 

William and Kathleen Pulley of Wilton 

The Kenmare Veterans Gaming Association made a 

generous donation to the North Dakota Vet-

erans Home which has made and will con-

tinue to make a lasting impact on the cam-

pus. The funds were uses to purchase larger 

televisions for the skilled care households 

and a new bingo machine for Town Hall.  

Other items that have been funded include 

equipment for our skilled care unit including specialty 

mattresses and lifts, lettering for the Veterans Home 

bus, updates for the resident courtyards, a display 

case and tools for the workshop.  Veterans from all 

over the state of North Dakota have made their home 

at the Veteran Home 

in Lisbon and they will 

all benefit from this 

generous donation, thank you Kenmare 

Veterans Gaming Association.   

An old friendship reunited recently for a very 

worthy project.  Doosan/Bobcat Com-

pany, United Steelworkers Local 560, and the employees 

of Doosan/Bobcat Co. joined hands to raise money for the Amer-

ican Legion Closet at the North Dakota Veterans Home.   

     Following a lengthy fundraising campaign, a total of $2,523.00 was 

presented to the Veterans Home on June 12, 2017.  These funds will 

be used to supply daily necessities for the residents free of charge. 

      The organizations and people who gave so generously are proud to 

assist the veterans in this small way.  It is simply meant as thanks for a 

job “well done”. 

(pictured left to right:  Warren Anderson, Brenda Elijah, Kenny Wiederholt, 

Travis Swanson)     

Willow City Mission Quilters 

Woodworth Belles of Wood-

worth 

YMCA Child Watch of Bismarck 

Zimmerman Elementary of 

Wahpeton 

Zion Lutheran Church of Grand 
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TAPS 

Frank Kordovsky 

Arthur Schuer 

Norman “Tony” Brown 

Carol Bass 

Ed Gefroh 

Gilbert Anderson 

Vivian Bowman 

Maurice Duval 

Charles Blaschke 

Ann Murchie 

Bill Jones 

Vern Guthmiller 

Richard Saunders 

Darrell Stafford 

Darrell Pederson 

Arthur Odegaard 

 Makinzey Young RLS - Skilled 

 Jessica Bueling RN 

 Rebecca Peasley RLS – Skilled 

 Kaitlyn Wurtz RLS – Skilled 

 Jolene Schwab Housekeeping 

 Brittany Odegard RLS – Skilled 

 Donna Lindsey RLS – Skilled 

 Courtney Lautt LPN – Skilled 

 Rita Tanner Kitchen Asst. – Skilled 

 Doc Hanson Woodshop 

 Linda Mathern Kitchen (rehire) 

 Julianna McCabe-Hastings Skilled RLS 

 Marie Volzke Skilled RLS 

 Fallon Swenson Skilled RLS 

 Korin Olgaard Skilled RLS 

 Payton Swenson Skilled RLS 

 Cayla Wiltse Skilled RN 

 Jennifer Wangler Basic LPN 

 Kasandra Thurmond Skilled RLS 

 Kyah Loeks Dietitian (rehire) 

 Caitlin Hesby Skilled RLS 

 Tatum Fraase Laundry 

 Kayla Berg Skilled RLS 

 Bailey Brown Skilled RLS 

 Coralea Fuss Skilled RLS 

 Carlie Shelton Skilled RLS 

 KariAnn Johnson Skilled RLS 

 Cheyenne Fraase Skilled RLS 

 Alaye Reed Skilled RLS 

 Myah Jund Skilled Kitchen Asst. 

 SaRae Ellefson Skilled RLS 

 Cora Wagner Skilled Kitchen Asst. 

 Brooke Thomas Skilled RLS 

 Pastor Aaron Hambleton  Chaplain 

 Cindy Stetson Social Service Assistant 

 Kayla Kuntz Skilled RLS 



 

 

 

NORTH DAKOTA VETERANS HOME 

PO Box 673 

Lisbon, ND 58054-0673 

If you prefer to view our newsletter in COLOR please visit 

our webpage  at www.nd.gov/ndvh. Open The Scuttlebutt 

tab and choose the issue you wish to view. Please contact 

Susie at 701-683-6540 if  you would like to view the newslet-

ter on the web, and we will take your name off the physi-

cal mailing list to cut back on our costs. THANK YOU! 

Scuttlebutt Staff: 

Susie Schlecht 

Jann Neameyer 

Brenda Elijah, Photography 

As well as many staff and residents 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.nd.gov/ndvh 

Caring for America’s Heroes 

North Dakota Veterans 

Home-Lisbon 

Phone: 701-683-6500 
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