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From the Desk of Mark Johnson, Administ

Have you ever been caught in a whirlwind? Well that is what has happened to us down at the

Veterands Home this year. In the |l ast yea
hired approximately 100 new staff members, been through three VA surveys and a state health
department survey. Therefore, you can only imagine how busy staff has been with training

and educating staff.

Even though things have been busy at the new home, | have had many discussions with resi-
dents about their new home. Almost 99% of them have been positive; they really like the new

place.

The Geothermal heating and cooling system has been keeping the building at a very comfortable temperature. We no long-

er have to deal with elevators stopping and having to be serviced, no stairways and waiting lines in dietary.

The facility has caught the eye of various states looking at remodeling or building new. We are the first state Veterans

Home to develop an enclosed campus that utilizes the new household/neighborhood model. The states of South Dakota,
Oregon, Washington, Michigan and lowa have contacted us about our new model of care and how we have implemented
the program. South Dakota Veterans Home representatives will soon be here for a second time to gleam new information

about our building and how they can make it work for them.

Visitors are amazed at the small town feel when they walk through the front door. They enjoy the main street theme with
the bank, barber shop, library and clinic. Their excitement rises when they see the Town Hall, Show Theater, Pool Room
and Chapel. Several individuals have commented on how quiet the individual household units seem to be. Our restorative
therapy unit has allowed several of our residents to become more independent because of the new therapy treatments we

offer.

I candt believe summer has come and gone! We have a new
ments. The oxbow area straight east of the new building has been relandscaped to provide positive drainage. A new irri-
gation holding pond has been installed to handle overland flooding and assist with daily irrigation. My hat goes off to the
outside maintenance crew! Tom Strahm, John Anderson and Seth Lunneborg have done an amazing job, the outside

grounds look incredible. They have spent hundreds of hours this summer landscaping, planting grass and trimming trees.

The Gazebo has been moved and remodeled. Concrete has been poured thanks to many outstanding groups and individu-
als that have donated to the gazebo project. Once it is complete, we will be able to host outside groups and organizations

that want to provide activities for our residents.

In closing, | want to thank each and every organization that has contributed to our success in the last year. Without your

volunteerism and/or donations the Veterans Home would not be where we are today.
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VAW FARGO
'The Dough Boys"

The NDVH Staff and Residents

want to extend a  Thank You to

& all the groups that come to see us

i and donate money to our Activity

Fund. Without you we would not
be able to do all these fun things.
There are too many people to
mention and | am nervous | would
forget someone, but we really ap-
preciate everything that people,
groups and organizations do for

the residents.
Jann Neameyer,

Director of Activities and Social

Services
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Sonny Johnson,
NDVH Basic Care
Resident shares
his coin collection
with fellow resi-

dents 8
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